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CONFIDENTIAL GUATEMALA 3672 

E.O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS: PINT, EINV, GT 

SUB J : WALL STREET JOURNAL STORY REGARDING DEL MONTE AND GUATEMALA 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER ASKED AMBASSADOR TO CALL AT NOON JULY 15. 

LARGE NUMBERS OF PRESS WERE ASSEMBLING OUTSIDE FONMIN'S DOOR 
AS AMBASSADOR WAS ADMITTED. 

2. MOLINA ORANTES SAID HE ASKED AMBASSADOR TO CALL AT REQUEST OF 
PRESIDENT LAUGERUD. PRESIDENT WAS FURIOUS AND DISPLEASED OVER 
WALT. STREET JOURNAL JULY 14 STORY CONCERNING PAYMENTS MADE BY 
DEL MONTE TO GUATEMALAN TO OBTAIN GOVERNMENT APPROVAL OF DEL 
MONTE S PURCHASE OF UNITED BRANDS' GUATEMALAN PROPERTIES. 

PRESIDENT HAD TELEPHONED FOREIGN MINISTER TWICE DURING THE 
MORNING ABOUT THE ARTICLE. HE WONDERED WHAT THE MOTIVATION 
WAS FOR DEL MONTE'S STATEMENT. WAS THE STORY A PROVOCATION 

OR WAS THERE A POLITICAL MOTIVATION BEHIND IT TO DAMAGE 
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3. FOREIGN MINISTER SAID PRESS HAD ASSEMBLED ANTICIPATING 
GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT WAS GOING TO PROTEST TO USG. HOWEVER, 
SUCH WAS NOT THE CASE. INSTEAD, MOLINA SAID HE WISHED TO 
EXPRESS TO THE AMBASSADOR THE CONCERN, DISTRESS AND DISPLEASURE 
OF THE GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT OVER THE WALL STREET IOURNAL 
ARTICLE AND SPECIFICALLY THE STATEMENTS ATTRIBUTED TO DEL MONTE. 
THE GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT WISHED TO SEEK THE ASSISTANCE OF 
THE USG IN OBTAINING ANY FURTHER INFORMATION THAT MIGHT BE 
AVAILABLE AND SPECIFICALLY THE IDENTITIES OF ANY GUATEMALANS 
WHO MIGHT HAVE BEEN INVOLVED. 

4. THE AMBASSADOR SAID HE TOOK NOTE OF THE FOREIGN MINISTER’S 
STATEMENTS AND WOULD FORWARD THE GUATEMALAN GOVERNMENT'S 
REQUEST FOR FURTHER SPECIFIC INFORMATION TO WASHINGTON. HE DID 
NOT FEEL THE USG WOULD BE IN A POSITION TO BE OF MUCH ASSISTANCE 
IN OBTAINING FURTHER INFORMATION, ESPECIALLY SINCE THE NEWSPAPER 
ARTICLE STATED THAT DEL MONTE HAD DECLINED TO IDENTIFY ITS 
GUATEMALAN CONSULTANT AND HAD ASSURED HIM OF ANONYMITY. THE 
AMBASSADOR WENT ON TO SAY HE DOUBTED VERY MUCH THERE WAS 
ANY POLITICAL MOTIVATION BEHIND THE DEL MONTE STATEMENT NOR 
ANY INTENTION TO DAMAGE PRESIDENT LAUGERUD OR HIS GOVERNMENT. 
THE FOREIGN MINISTER REJOINED THAT THE DEL MONTE STATEMENT WAS 
IRRESPONSIBLE AND COULD NOT HELP BUT HAVE POLITICAL REPERCUSSIONS 
IN GUATEMALA. DEL MONTE SHOULD REMEMBER THE DIFFICULTIES 
CAUSED FOR UNITED BRANDS IN HONDURAS BY THE REVELATION OF ITS 
ACTIVITIES THERE. 

MELOY 
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